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Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 Syllabus and Student Contract

 Welcome to our community of learners. My high expectations reflect the high rigor and fast pacing of this course. In order for each student to be successful in this class and master the concepts of Biology, there is a crucial need for each student’s 100% daily participation and contributions to our learning community.

The following items are the rules, consequences, and procedures that will insure that we have a safe, respectful place to learn. 

 All previous topics will be interwoven and spiraled into the curriculum so that each concept introduces, supports, and enhances the students’ ability to scaffold all new learning to previous knowledge. This greatly increases knowledge retention and recall. Topics covered are cell forms and functions and cell processes, biological evolution, adaptations, taxonomy, symbiosis, plants and the environment, living systems and energy transfer in living organisms. The course develops an understanding of pattern recognition in structures, and the functions of the kingdoms of life. (Archaea, Eubacteria, Protista, Fungi, Plantae, and Animalia). Students will continue to use appropriate safety, equipment, bioethics, and lab techniques every day of this class.

Classroom Management/ Grades

∑ We have school rules and procedures that must be followed and these can be found in your agendas.
Cell phone use is allowed during appropriate parts of each lesson.

The EPISD assigned laptop must be brought daily or preparation points will be deducted. 
I strive to be as Earth friendly as possible. Therefore, I will be using class sets and posting any assignments that are not copy right protected on my website msmclaughlinsbioworld.com or chapin.episd.org under directory; science.  Any missing syllabus, paperwork, and any other items must be printed by the student at home, at the public library, in the Chapin library, or computer labs. I have no extra ink, or paper for anything except class sets, tests, or bubble sheets. A copy can be made by Ms. McLaughlin for .25 a copy to help defray my ink/ paper costs and reduce the number of duplicate copies going out.
¤1. DAILY PREPARATION / PARTICIPATION GRADE: Bring all required materials to class every day, (paper, pen, pencil, and notebook.) There are cabinets with locks that are provided for notebooks for each class. The student will have their (ISN), interactive science notebooks in this cabinet on the grading days every 2 weeks or if announced otherwise, or a grade of zero will be recorded.

 The late rule policies apply to ALL work in this class.

¤2. TURNING IN WORK AND GRADING: No concerns about grades or makeup work will be given or discussed DURING a class, always ask before or after school! Turn in all work to the green, locked assignments box. All work is due at the end of each class. If the work is not turned in a grade of NHI ( zero) will be given. No makeup  work will be accepted unless there was an excused absence.  No one may have access to the contents of the assignments box, no matter what the reason. Any papers submitted without a name will be considered ungradable until claimed only once a semester. Papers with no name will then be ungradable and will receive a zero. A file will be kept so students may see if their paper was untitled and not simply missing. All work is due at the end of class on the day it is due, or it will be considered missing and have a maximum allowable grade of 0%.   Excused absences will give the student one day for every excused absence to turn the work in. No reminder of missing work will be given. It is the students’ responsibility to ask and receive any missing work or tests.  Plagiarism is illegal and will result in a zero for the assignment. Copying of work will cause all parties involved to receive a grade of zero. All graded work must include the student’s period/ seat number, assignment name, and date, or points will be deducted for each missing item.

Ѽ To maximize and optimize the available classroom time, we will be having a flipped classroom this year. Power points, notes, assignments, or assigned websites will need to be reviewed outside of class. The following day the work from the previous night will/may appear on the daily quiz and be used in the daily activities/labs. It is the students’ responsibility to read the website and use this info the next day on the quiz, and /or the daily activities/labs.
¤3. REDOS: A redo on most assessments and all homework assignments may be done, but a maximum of 85% is given on any redo. Alternate assignments for labs must be requested if one is not posted on my website when any lab is missed. Late projects will be considered on an individual basis and the extenuating circumstances for the lateness of the work.
 IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO OBTAIN ANY MISSING WORK. OR DO REDOS WITHIN 7 SCHOOL DAYS OF THE ASSIGNMENT OR ASSESSMENT or by the end of that unit. 
¤4. MY HOMEWORK PHILOSOPHY: The purpose for all assigned class work and the ISN, (the interactive science notebook), is to allow the student to revisit the daily concepts and by doing the work themselves, they will be more likely to acquire the information necessary to be successful in this course.  All learning is accomplished by one or combinations of the following: individual study, shoulder partners, cooperative learning groups, and/or whole class brainstorming. I endeavor to keep current with my grading and computer entry, but slight delays are sometimes unavoidable. I will give feedback as soon as possible and will always be open to discussion of any topics, issues, problems, or comments.  There should be no home work. We will be finishing all work and turning it in at the end of each period for full credit. 
¤5. RESPECT ALL!!!  No one may speak until the last tester has completed their tests, or the talker may receive a zero for a grade. Please respect others and do not talk when someone else is talking. Violators/ distractors will receive 500 word online typed assignment essays that will be due by the next class, or a referral may be written for failure to comply with class rules and consequences. Ms. McLaughlin’s Mellow Yellow Distracter Essays will be assigned after student has been warned 2 times for talking at inappropriate times. After school time/detention will be assigned from 4:00 to 4:45 for any and all interruptions of the learning process and/or off task behavior. The student will have 24 hours to alert parents of detentions. 
All classroom plants and animals will be treated respectfully.

No food or drink, except bottled water is allowed.

No personal grooming/ application of makeup, or hair spray is allowed in class

¤6. SEATING: All students shall remain in their assigned seats unless directed to do otherwise by me. Seat and period numbers will appear on ALL work. Seats may be changed at any time. 
¤7. PROPERTY DAMAGE: Any vandalism, theft, or damage of school, class, or individual property will result in restitution of all costs to the owner of said property and referral if warranted.

¤8. MAKEUP WORK: It is YOUR responsibility to get missed assignments from myself,  or the class website, (if available). The student will then ask me for the needed handouts, or makeup of all work they missed. Make up work can only be obtained before and/or after school only. You will have one class period for each excused absence. Please write ABSENT at the top of the makeup work at the top of the page to prevent loss of points due to lateness.   Unit quizzes, tests, labs, and exams must be rescheduled by the student within one class period of absence and will receive a grade of 0 if not completed within 7 school days from the assignment/assessment.
Science Department late policy: A maximum 70% if one class late, 50% for 2 class periods, 20% for 3 class periods, and after 7 school days, the zero will remain.  Zeroes will be entered for all assignments that are not turned in on time and serve as placeholders for late work grades, or shall remain a zero if no work is submitted.
¤9. LEAVING CLASS: You must have a school ID and your agenda to leave the class to go to the rest room, or for any other reason. You must first fill out the corresponding day and period on the calendar page of your agenda and have me initial it as well. You must also completely fill in the tracking log on the wall by the door BEFORE you leave and AFTER you return with the in and out times and other requested information. You must have your agenda and school ID to visit the restroom, or leave class. Bathroom breaks must be no longer than 5 minutes and must not be used to go anywhere except the restroom, or this privilege will be revoked. Failure to fully complete tracking log can result in loss of privileges. No one may leave the room for any reason for the first or the last 15 minutes of class.  We have class from bell to bell. Core subject hours are not for use for choir, band, or sport practices. I cannot allow the student to go to another class to work for ANY reason.

¤10. AGENDAS/IDs: As per Chapin school policy, weekly, unannounced agenda and ID checks will be done and failure to have either your agenda, or ID for quick checking will result in the student having to purchase a new agenda, and/or an ID card if one is not available during the check.

¤11. EXTRA CREDIT: Extra credit will be given to students for parent teacher conferences, gift to the river cleanup day, and/or gift to the mountain cleanup day. Extra credit points will be also be given for peer tutoring, handing out and picking up materials, or other announced class jobs. These opportunities will be shared by all students. 
¤12. PARENT PORTAL: Progress reports are passed out in the 3rd and 6th week each 9-week period. Daily monitoring of student grades can be done and is very encouraged through the parent portal at www.episd.org, look at tab at top of page for schools, pick Chapin and then parent portal. Passwords for the parent portal are assigned by Chapin’s computer clerk. It is very difficult to reach the parents/guardians of all my students in a timely fashion when they have failing grades, so please exercise your ability to use the parent portal whenever you want, 24 hours a day!

 CONSEQUENCES: Failure to follow the school/class rules will result in verbal and/or written warnings, Mellow Yellow Distractor Essays, student/ teacher conferences and contracts, in class, or after school detentions, parent contacts by phone, email, or mail, conferences/, contracts, and/or referrals to office for disciplinary action. Detentions will be served after parents have had a 24 hours notification by the student.

ALL STUDENTS MUST HAVE A SIGNED SAFETY CONTRACT AND PASS THE SAFETY QUIZ WITH AT LEAST 90% TO DO LABS IN ANY SCIENCE CLASS.



Lab Privilege: To retain lab privileges, students must:

÷Follow all instructions and rules on your signed lab safety contract and all verbal instructions.

÷Wear protective goggles and lab aprons at all times.

÷All book bags and personal belongings must be out of the way of work areas and pathways.

÷Refrain from loud talking and horseplay at all times. Failure to follow lab protocols will result in instant loss of lab privileges.

÷Come to class prepared with all lab materials- including any pre-lab assignments or materials.

÷Dress according to lab safety guidelines (no billowy sleeves, no open-toed shoes, etc.)

¥Tutoring: Tutoring is available by Ms. McLaughlin on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings from 0825 to 0845. After school tutoring is available every day until 4:30. Never be afraid to ask for help, I am always ready to approach things in as many ways as is necessary, until your problem is resolved. Please use tutoring hours whenever necessary, but feel free to ask questions during class as well.
Grades are calculated in a total point system using the following weights:

50% 
Daily class work, homework, and ISN notebook; grade given for participation, class preparedness, having supplies, notes, homework, handouts, vocabulary, ISN, interactive science notebook, research papers, article reviews, abstracts, and certain steps of assigned projects
. Labs:  class lab activities, group or individual lab reports 
Assessments: Daily science review quizzes, free writes, timed writings, unit tests, common assessments, final project/collections/science fair
10% 
Nine-week exam: 

100%

End of Course (EOC) exam is worth 15% of your final semester grade and must be passed in order to receive credit for this course. Freshmen only. 

A 90-100

B 80-89

C 75-79

D 70-74

F 50-69

☺ Students, parents, or guardians must read the syllabus and return it signed to me.  Due by Friday of the second week.... Zero if not received.......

Please sign and return the safety contract for your 2nd 100% by Friday of the second week.  Zero if not received and NO LABS UNTIL RECEIVED!!!!!!!!!

A copy of this syllabus will be on the class website. Send all inquiries/comments to: njmclaug@episd.org. 
Questions or conferences can also be addressed by calling 236-4400 and leaving a message. I will return your calls or e-mails ASAP.

 I very much welcome involved and concerned parents, because I have found that these student/teacher/parent /guardian relationships greatly increase the students’ rate of success. I look forward to a new community of learners.

NOTE: Your signature of compliance to this syllabus is also your permission for photos of student (to be used strictly for class purposes ONLY), and the use of school approved websites unless I am notified otherwise in an email.

Please include period number and student name on any email subject lines

REQUIRED SUPPLIES

…. I provide a large amount of costly resources, so that each student’s learning experience is enriched. I must reduce costs by asking each student to provide the following items: 

Required Class Materials: Supplies
Please contact me if there is a financial problem obtaining supplies.




       College ruled notebook paper for daily class work. Replace as needed.



       One 2” - 3 ring binder NO larger than 2”
Black or blue pen only 
Number 2 pencils or mechanical pencils. 
 Highlighters used daily for ISN notebook

1 roll of paper towels
3X3” or larger post it notes, replace as needed
Dividers labeled lab, projects, handouts, graded work will be made in class.
One box of extra small, small, medium, large, or extra large nitrile gloves. What ever size you wear.  NO latex or vinyl exam gloves. The one size fits most does not fit well. 
Optional items not provided : memory sticks and hand sanitizer

Students:
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I _____________________________________________have read the student contract and syllabus for PAP Biology and agree to follow the terms listed therein. Date_____________

Parents:
I ____________________________________, _________________________________ have read the student contract and syllabus for PAP Biology and agree to follow the terms listed therein.

Date_________________

Parent(s)/ Guardian(s) phone number(s) home or work ____________________________________






                                     ____________________________________

Parent(s) / Guardian(s) emails _______________________________________________________





      ________________________________________________________
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